CHAPTER IX
SOCIAL, MORAL, AND RELIGIOUS
INFLUENCE OF THE SYSTEM
THE results of this system of religion might at first
seem to be wholly degrading intellectually, morally,
and spiritually* It appears on the surface to be a religion
of fear and superstition, finding its outward expression
in mean, ugly symbols, and in forms of worship that
are to a very large extent disgusting and even immoral
The account of a village festival in the Telugu country
reads like mere midsummer madness; many of the rites
in which animals are impaled or buried alive are revolt-
ing in their cruelty; and the animal sacrifices with their
crude butchery and coarse bloodshed bear witness to a
low and unworthy conception of deity.   Whatever may
have been the origin of these animal sacrifices in
prehistoric times, they are   now regarded by   the
worshippers simply as a means of appeasing the deity's
wrath by satisfying her lust for blood.   In the ancient
Jewish sacrifices there may have been the same amount
of bloodshed and butchery, when on such an occasion as
the dedication of the Temple at Jerusalem "King
Solomon offered a sacrifice of twenty and two thousand
oxen and a hundred and twenty thousand sheep/' but the
Jewish sacrifices symbolized great moral and spiritual
truths;   the victim represented the worshipper, the
killing of the animal and the offering o'f the blood
expressed the consecration of the worshipper's own life
to God; in the sin offering and the peace offering the
presentation of the blood and the feast on the flesh
were symbolical of penitence for sin and communion
with God.  But in the ^sacrifices to the village deities